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Greetings: 

I hope everyone is having a great time riding and attending Blue Knights events. I will 

be attending the Blue Knights International Convention in Harrisburg, PA and  

representing the SRC. Soon the International elections will be behind us, and the  

International Executive Board leadership for the next two years will be determined. I 

hope everyone has voted. I want to thank our International Rep, Bob Awtrey, for his 

service as Chairman of the International Elections Committee. 

The SRC Board elections will be held this fall.  The SRC election will be electronic 

and done in a manner very similar to the International elections. The elections will 

open on or about September 20, 2023, and SRC Presidents will have approximately 

30 days to cast a ballot. The election winners will be announced at the Fall SRC in 

 Biloxi. MS. Those elected to the SRC Board for the next two-year term will be sworn 

in at the fall SRC banquet. 

The fall SRC Conference will be hosted by Mississippi Chapter II in Biloxi, MS on  

October 19-22, 2023. Information is available on the SRC website, or from MS II.  

Currently there are no bids for the Spring or Fall 2024 conferences. I encourage any 

chapters interested in hosting a SRC Conference 

to please contact me, or any SRC Board  

member. 

I wish everyone a fun and safe summer! 

SRC Chairman Mike Shockley 
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 A big shout out to Ernie Morgan and his crew from ALA VII for hosting the 2023 Alabama 

Challenge. A yearly event in Alabama and as usual a very good event. A very good time was 

had by all. We were treated to a great cookout on Saturday night. This was all free for the 

members attending. They had a 50/50 drawing as well as a silent auction with the proceeds. 

All the proceeds went to a seriously injured Huntsville Ala Police Dept. officer who was  

ambushed along with his partner responding to a Domestic Violence call. His partner was 

killed in this incident. 

The event was held in Madison Ala. There were 15 chapters represented from Alabama, Geor-

gia, Mississippi, Louisiana, Florida, Kentucky, and North Carolina.  

On Saturday we took a ride down to Chef Troy’s “Talk of the Town” Restaurant down in Hou-

ston Alabama. Started off with some rain as we left and ended up with some beautiful sun-

shine heading back to the hotel. Unfortunately, we had an incident where one rider was cut 

off by a pickup truck and he went down. Mike Greenspun from ALA XVI was taken to the hos-

pital with some injuries and was released a couple days later. Our prayers were and are with 

him for his full recovery. 

The weekend was a great and relaxing and our hats are off to Ernie Morgan and the crew 
from ALA VII. You guys went way beyond in hosting this event and couldn’t have asked for a 
better event. Thank you for what you did. 

SRC Vice Chairman Randy Hoagland 
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I would like to thank Florida XVIII for hosting the Spring 2023 SRC. It was very well 

put together and I had a great time seeing friends I haven’t seen in quite some time. Its 

always good to get time off of work and just ride.  

I attended the Alabama Challenge hosted by Alabama VII.  Despite the  

copious amounts of liquid sunshine we had, it was a great weekend.  Members from  

Kentucky and North Carolina decided to join us this year.  More simple weekend events 

like this are needed in the SRC.  

Elections are upon us, vote.  After voting, get out and ride with your chapter, friends, by 

yourself, in support of other clubs, or for what ever causes you to ride.  Go support other 

chapters, local charities, or ride for your chapter.  Get out and been seen, that is the  

number one way we recruit.   

I have been doing contracting work for a major police supplier over the past several 

months and will be doing so for the foreseeable future.  I will be reaching out to chapters 

in the area in hopes to meet up.   

SRC Secretary Justin Hartley 
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Greetings members of the SRC, the best Blue Knight Conference anywhere. I 

hope this finds you well and enjoying the summer. What a great place we 

have to live and ride. 

Our International Elections will be closed on July 16. If you haven’t voted, 

please do so and have a voice in who leads our club for the next two years. 

Our SRC BOD Elections will occur at our fall meeting in Biloxi. This will be 

the first time our Conference has had an electronic (email) vote. Your       

President will make the choice for your Chapter, so be sure he/she knows 

who you would like to lead the SRC for the next two years. 

Please continue to support each other and the other Chapters, as they have 

worthy events and rides. Also, and most importantly, please support your 

Chapter and fellow members, by getting together, riding and enjoying the 

time that God has given us on this earth. We have lost some very good Blue 

Knights this year. Ride With Pride. 

 

Bob Awtrey, SRC IR 

awtreybob@gmail.com 

706-773-5250 

SRC Int’l Rep Bob Awtrey 
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Hello to all of our Fellow Blue Knights! 

As of this report all of our accounts are up to date! I will be submitting my 
Treasures Report to the conference along with the totals for the Checking, 
Money Market, Disaster Relief Fund and SRC Band-Aid fund Accounts. As I 
have stated in the past if anyone ever has any questions regarding any of 
these accounts please feel free to contact me by phone or email.  I have rec-

ords of all transactions that deal with the SRC Account. 

 

Good luck to all those who are running for office both with International and 

the SRC! 

I’m looking forward to seeing everyone at the SRC Fall Conference in Biloxi, 
Mississippi! Safe Travels! 

 

It as been extremely hot these past several weeks! Please remember to hy-

drate! 

 

My wife and I will continue to Pray for our Brothers and Sisters who protect 
us every day along with 
our Military and 1st  

Responders!  

 

Al Fryer II 

SRC Treasurer 

SRC Treasurer Al Fryer 
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Hello Blue Knights Family. I hope everyone is having a wonderful summer getting in a lot of 

great riding. Be sure to keep those eyes moving looking for road hazards and crazy cage 

driver hazards. Sometimes I think we get to be invisible to some of these drivers. Please be 

safe and enjoy the ride. GAXXll has been doing some great rides. Our last Chapter meeting 

was June 17th and after the meeting we had a ride to the Cherohala Skyway up to Deals 

Gap. We participated in the Memorial Day Parade in Blairsville and we did a ride to a BarBQ 

Restaurant in Suches Ga. On Tuesday June 13th our Chapter President Eddie Henderson 

and his wife Candy hosted a Chapter Social at their beautiful home in Blairsville. They have 

a big covered pavilion in the yard. It was a great turnout of our members and some guests. 

There was lots of food provided by our members and we even had live music! How cool is 

that! We’ve had some really nice weather and we look forward to future GAXXll rides. Don’t 

forget to get your votes in. Even though you may have friends running for an Office, do 

what’s right for the good of all Blue Knights so our Blue Knights Family can prosper and 

thrive in the future. Good Luck to all the candidates. 

Thanks for reading my article and enjoy that 
ride but most of all BE SAFE and RIDE 
WITH PRIDE! 

SRC Safety Officer Sal Anicito 
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                                               Bruce Verrette for SRC Chairman 

I joined the Blue Knights in November 2002 with the Louisiana II chapter. In 

2005 I became the chapter President for 4 years. In May of 2009 I chartered a 

new chapter in the city of Gretna Louisiana, Louisiana XII, which is just across the 

river from New Orleans, and I am still the Chapter President. I was elected your 

Southern Regional Conference Vice Chairman in 2011 and was the Vice Chairman 

until 2014 when I voluntarily stepped down from due to medical issues. I am back 

100 %. I retired from the Jefferson Parish Sheriff’s Office in 2017 after 27 years of 

service. I am still with the Sheriff’s office in a reserve capacity. In the Fall of 2022, I 

successfully submitted a proposal to have our SRC elections handled 

electronically. I want to be your chairman of the SRC to ensure that we continue 

to follow all the bylaws and be transparent in any dealings within the conference, 

and to get back to the basics of motorcycle riding and camaraderie. I feel that 

with my past experience as Vice Chairman on the SRC Board I am more than 

qualified to handle the duties of the Chairman and promise to do the members of 

the SRC proud. I also pledge to step down as chapter President in order to devote 

my time to be an effective Chairman of the SRC. I will do my best to keep politics 

out of the Conference and try to unite us like we once were. Remember, you the 

Presidents control the Board, and the Board is there to serve you, not the other 

way around. Please vote for me in the Fall 2023 Electronic Election. I can be 

reached by phone at 504-382-0128 or by email at iwilcuffu@aol.com. 

Ride with Pride 

Bruce Verrette 
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From the chapters of the SRC 

I am currently a member of BK Florida XVIII as Sgt at Arms. My first chapter was Maine I, 
but switched when I retired to Florida. A couple years later I was asked if I would sit as chap-
ter Secretary. I welcomed it with pride.  A year later our chapter suffered a great loss with 
several of our brothers going to Heaven 1. I was later asked by our current President if I 
would relinquish the position and assume the duties as Sgt at Arms, in order to realign our 
chapter. It worked and we are stronger than ever under his leadership. 
 
I was born and raised in Bangor Maine. After my tour in the Navy 1968-1973) I returned 
home and went to work with the Maine State Police. I became good friends with all of the 
founding fathers. I worked with them an many cases, socialized with some of them. 
 
I remember when the Blue Knights was put on paper and Maine I became a reality. My clos-
es connection was with Chuck Shuman, Mike Hall, Ed Gallant, Doug Miner, Bill Robinson 
and Mike Hall.  
 
The Blue Knights was formed with hopes to bring brother and sisters from all law enforce-
ment agencies. It was a way for each member to ride as a group, build relationships be-
tween different departments and include families. Politics was never even considered. 
 
Who would ever think that the Blue Knights would grow into an International club for law en-
forcement, but it did. As the numbers increased the structure mandated changes. 
Unfortunately, along with the growth came political aspirations.  
 
Summary: Founding Father (friend) said it all at the SRC conference 2023 (which by the way 
was a great success due to our leadership and membership in Florida XVIII). “Change in 
leadership is a good thing. It brings with it new ideas”. “Let’s get back to making new friends, 
building on the ones we have and supporting each other”. We are family, let’s stop the 
fighting amongst ourselves”! 
 
Members from many chapters came to enjoy the camaraderie between LE agencies. Fami-
lies enjoyed the social environment and rode as one group. This is exactly what the Blue 
Knights was intended to provide. 
 
 
Jim Ryan  
Sgt at Arms 
BK Florida XVIII 
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From the chapters of the SRC 

Blue Knights Florida Chapter XVI 
(Cape Coral, Fl) recently  
celebrated 30 years in beautiful 
Southwest Florida with a special 
luncheon ride to Deep Creek 
(Port Charlotte, Fl).   The ride, 
led by Chapter President  
Thomas Gravagna, featured a 
special menu for the 30 plus    
members and friends in  
attendance.  This Chapter has 
planned rides every weekend. 
Please contact President  
Gravagna for ride details should 
you wish to join us.  
Congratulations on 30 years of 
riding with pride! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Members of GA VIII present a check for $2000 
to the Two Hundred Club of the Coastal  
Empire. (The 200 Club supports the families of 
First Responders injured or killed in the line of 
duty.) 
 
Mike Nichols 
President 
GA VIII 
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From the chapters of the SRC 

On April 15, 2023, Five of us from Florida 1 rode from Gainesville, Fl. To St. Augustine, Fl. 
Our destination was “Riding into History” at World Golf Village where vintage and antique 
motorcycles were on display. The fee to view these beautiful and often rare machines was 
$15.00, which helps fund Service Dogs for the disabled. The ride was approximately 80 miles 
each way. Thanks to Bob Daniels, our Ride Captain, we took some scenic back roads which 
extended the ride to two and one half hours. We arrived in time to each lunch at The Caddy 
Shack. After a great lunch and some bike viewing, we headed for home. 
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From the chapters of the SRC 

Alabama VII hosted the Alabama Challenge in Madison, Alabama 19-21 May.   Blue Knights 
from Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Georgia, Florida, Kentucky and North Carolina were 
represented. Over $1500.00 was raised for a Huntsville Police Officer who was critically 
wounded responding to a Domestic Violence Incident.   Thanks to everyone who attended 
and supported Alabama VII.  Ride With Pride!  
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Chairman  Mike Shockley 

msshockley@gmail.com   

706-338-1742 

 

 

Vice-Chairman  Randy Hoagland  

rhoagland@bkgaxvi.com 

404-384-1588 

 

 

Secretary Justin Hartley  

Justinhartley175@gmail.com 

256-310-2327 

 

 

Treasurer Al Fryer  

Afryer63@yahoo.com 

850-516-5562 

 

International Rep.  Bob Awtrey 

awtreybob@gmail.com 

706-773-5250 

 

SRC OFFICERS  
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Fall 2023 SRC 

For more information : https://www.bkmsii.com/event-details/ 


